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From the District Forester 

West Oregon District 

 Welcome to the West Oregon District annual report for 2010.  This 

report highlights some of the more noteworthy activities and accomplish-

ments of the district this past year.  Our office manager for the district, 

Larry Black has taken the lead on putting this report together for a number 

of years, and he continues to pull together an outstanding report that re-

flects on the past yearõs activities on the West Oregon District. 

 

From my perspective, 2010 proved to be both a challenging and rewarding 

year for the West Oregon District.  The district continued to be challenged 

with budget reductions and reductions in programs.  These reductions 

were difficult, but necessary given the economic climate, the resulting 

budget reductions, and concerns from landowners around budget levels. 

 

Despite this, a couple of memorable milestones were completed in 2010.  Specifically a land ex-

change with our neighbors from Starker Forests, and the forestland classification process for 3 of the 

5 counties that the West Oregon Forest Protective District is a part of. 

 

Special recognition goes out to Evelyn Hukari who received her 20 year service award and Dan 

McMinds who received his 30 year service award.  Both of these individuals have been a big part of 

our State Forests program for decades and are a big reason for that programõs success here on the 

district. 

 

Finally, the district cannot be successful without the dedication and hard work of each employee and 

the strong partnerships with the West Oregon Forest Protective Association, forest landowners, op-

erators, and our many other partners and cooperators.  I would like to personally thank each and 

every one of them for their continued dedi-

cation and professionalism through these 

difficult times. 

Thank you all- 

 

Mike Totey, District Forester 

(At right)  Community Wildland Forester, Blake McKinley, 

presents Philomath City officials with an Arbor Day Foun-

dation flag commemorating the townõs 16th year as a 

Tree City USA honoree. 



3  

 

Private Forests Program 
 Private Forests on the West Oregon District in 

2010 was filled with challenges and opportunities. Notifi-

cation numbers across the district continued a below av-

erage trend when compared to years past.  This is a re-

sult of the lingering economic conditions and suppressed 

log markets. 

 Despite the reduction in overall numbers of notifi-

cations, the Private Forests staff on the district had a 

busy year. As a result of the program reductions in 2009, 

each unit on the district now has one stewardship for-

ester.  Bill Mahr was hired in February 2010 to fill the 

vacant stewardship forester position in Toledo.  Bill has a 

background in wildlife biology and came to ODF from the 

forest industry.  

 Before Bill could get his feet wet in Toledo, he 
was selected by Salem program staff to work in a posi-
tion funded by OFIC to process owl abandonment re-
quests.  Because of uncertainty in federal rules currently 
being revised, a large number of abandonment requests 
were received by Salem staff.  Bill spent approximately 4 
months working on this project and successfully proc-
essed all requests from landowners. 

 A higher percentage of federal funds were allo-
cated to the stewardship foresters on the district in 2010.  
These funds allowed us to focus on some special projects 
that otherwise we would not be able to complete.    This 
includes collaborating with Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) to enroll landowners in the Forest 
Stewardship Plan program, increasing the amount of 
time spent on CREP projects and assisting landowners in 
securing OWEB funding and other grants for replacement 
of stream crossing structures which are considered barri-
ers to fish passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The three stewardship foresters on the district 
were able to complete 59 industrial fire inspections in 
2010.  A few other highlights on the year included the 
development of a new computer program to track notifi-
cations (FACTS2010).  Russ Anderson was a member of 
the review team and became very active in the develop-
ment.  The Dallas office participated in a storm related 
salvage project that involved ODF, ODF&W, and a non-
industrial landowner.  A small fish RMA, which included 
one of the states most active and prolific band -tail pi-
geon spring sites, was devastated in a wind storm in late 
2009.  Through a plan for alternate practice, the land-
owner was able to recover most of the merchantable 
timber while retaining and actually improving the func-
tionality of the pigeon spring.  The end result, judging by 
the 2010 pigeon surveys, showed no adverse effects on 
the pigeon population which annually uses the spring.  
Another notable project included the replacement of a 
non-passable fish structure (through an OWEB grant), on 
a non-industrial landownerôs access road, which opened 
up over 3 miles of a large fish stream and its tributaries.  

Year Total Notifications Philomath Dallas Toledo District 

2010 Total Notifications 538 485 420 1443 

  Percent of average 71% 69% 67% 64% 

2009 Total Notifications 508 518 311 1337 

2008 Total Notifications 666 673 577 1916 

2007 Total Notifications 943 807 736 3253 

2006 Total Notifications 823 755 736 2314 

2005 Total Notifications 836 773 777 2386 

Average   755 705 627 2241 

Notification of Operations for West Oregon District 

Bill Mahr, Toledo Stewardship Forester worked in Philomath, Salem 

and Toledo in 2010 . 
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 Philomath crews participated in the Philomath Frolic parade as well as 

Kids Day for Conservation.  Philomath seasonals completed a thinning of the 

pine forest located on the unit compound as well as brushing the Wilkinson 

RAWS.  Other crew accomplishments included testing the entire hose inven-

tory and completing slash pile covering for State Forests. 

 There were also two off-district assignments assisting with the 6,000 

acre Rooster Rock Fire in Sisters and a contingency move-up to Prineville.   

The Toledo Unit was able to send two engines to assist neighboring districts in 

their fire efforts. 

 The Toledo crew participated in the Newport 

Loyalty Days parade and the Toledo Summer Festi-

val.  Smokey The Bear made an appearance at both 

parades and was very popular passing out his fire 

prevention message.   

 The crew was also about to cut and split ap-

proximately 4 cords of fire wood, which was donated 

to the local food bank.  They covered slash piles on 

State Forests ground in Lincoln County and were 

able to remove some overgrown brush on many of 

the roads.  The crew completed the testing of all of 

the fire hose throughout the summer and was able 

to paint and replace some prevention sign boards. 

West Oregon District 

 Due to favorable weather conditions and unfavorable budget 

conditions, the hiring of the seasonal fire crew was delayed until June 

28 th, with the exception of student worker Brandon Uri, who started 

on June 21st to attend Fire School.  In the Dallas Unit, the season got 

off to a busy start with two broadcast burns, one of which resulted in 

the five acre Crooked Creek Fire.  However, much of the remaining 

fire season was unseasonably mild which allowed for ample training 

and fire prevention opportunities. 

 The Philomath Unit was able to host a number of live fire ex-

ercises for the district in 2010 due to weather conditions.  Some of 

these included live fire training at Devitt Creek in cooperation with 

Ellis Bros as well as training at the Hart property near the Philomath 

unit office.  District-wide opportunities for training continued with co-

operative live fire exercises in conjunction with Corvallis Fire Depart-

ment on Brooklane and Bald Hill in Benton County.  ODF also worked 

with ODF&W in live fire efforts in the county. 

 The mild weather pattern continuing throughout the summer 

resulting in record low fire starts, suppression costs and acres 

burned.  This allowed for prevention work experiences for seasonal 

crews including appearances at Dallas High School, Ballston Commu-

nity School, Hillcrest Youth Correctional Facility, Polk County Outdoor 

School, City of Dallas Junior Police and Fire Academy, Dallas and 

Monmouth-Independence 

Parades, and the Polk 

County Fair in the Dallas 

Unit..   

Helitorch on July broadcast burn on Hampton Affiliates owner-

ship in Yamhill/Polk county 

Student Worker Program  

2010 West Oregon District student workers, from left 

to right, Chase Kinion (Toledo ), Jenifer Stuart 

(Philomath), Brandon Uri (Dallas).  This was Brandonõs 

first fire season, and Jenifer and Chaseõs second fire 

season.  The project raised $18,950 in 

donations from land owners and coop-

erators in 2010. During the four year 

span of the project, just over $72,000 in 

contributions were made, mostly from 

private timber companies, funding a total 

of 14 seasonal fire fighter positions. 

Elise Loewen, Allison Blair and Matt Roby, Rooster 

Rock Fire 
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Protection From Fire 

Page 5 

 Clockwise from above :  FO Jason Rayburn and WFSS Bayard McLeod instruct participants at City of 

Dallas Jr. Police and Fire Academy.  Practice burn for prairie restoration in UI area of Corvallis.  WFSS 

Bayard McLeod oversees a live fire exercise with ODF&W on Farmer Road.  The West Oregon District 

Seasonal Firefighters 2010.  FO Tom OõConnor, Todd Redding, and Brendon Fisher participate in the 

live fire exercise at Devitt Creek. 

 2010 brought significant progress in the area of Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP) for the district.  The Lincoln County CWPP 
was finalized in June, 2010, under consultation of Northwest Management, Inc. Benton County is in process of updating their CWPP, com-
pletion by mid 2011. 

 Blake McKinley has continued to be busy administering 
Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) grants, completing 150 
acres of fuel reduction work in Maryôs River Estates and Vineyard 
Mountain. Blake has also applied for and received a Western States 
Wildland Urban Interface grant for Pioneer Village in Benton County, 
and residents northwest of Dallas in Polk County. Grant money can 
be used to make rebate payments to landowners in those communi-
ties to reduce fuels immediately surrounding their house or struc-
tures on their property, or can be used as a cost share (up to 75%) 
for fuel treatment elsewhere on their property.   

 The goal of the grant is to treat a minimum of 150 acres 

combined for these two communities. Blake started the Firewise 

recognition program for Pioneer Village, working to organize a 

Firewise committee and complete Firewise education opportunities 

to the residents. Blake has also been working under Benton County 

Title III money completing home evaluations and continuing preven-

tion education events for the county.  

Community Wildfire Protection Program 
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 West Oregon District 

The Polk County Forestland Classification 

Committee continued to meet throughout 

2010, finishing their draft classification of 

the county.  Two public information meet-

ings were held in Buell and in Falls City.  The 

committee looks forward to holding the pub-

lic hearing and finalizing the classification in 

2011.  Committee changes include the ad-

dition of the State Fire Marshall Appointed 

Bill Hahn (Dallas Fire Chief), the resignation 

of committee vice chair Don Duhrkopf, and 

a one year sabbatical of the committee sec-

retary Brad Withrow-Robinson. 

It was a year of accomplishment and change for the 

Benton County Forestland Classification Committee.  

Starting with change, two members left the commit-

tee in early 2010, Rose Marie McGee and George 

Mears.  New members appointed by the Benton 

County Commissioners included Sara Leiman and 

Pat Malone.  An additional member, Philomath Fire 

Chief Tom Phelps was appointed by the State Fire 

Marshallõs office.  The District appreciates both past 

and present committee members for all their hard 

work and commitment throughout the process.   

The committee worked through the public notifica-

tion process associated with forestland classifica-

tion.  Two public hearings were held, one in Febru-

ary and a second in November.  The committee re-

sponded to multiple pieces of testimony and en-

gaged in conversations with the public.  The com-

mittee approved the draft classification layer and 

filed the written order with Benton County on De-

cember 8th, 2010.  This is the first forestland classi-

fication documentation on record in Benton County, 

and a historic achievement!   

Polk County Forestland Classification Committee members Tom 

Parsons, Don Duhrkopf (Vice Chair), Jeff Classen, Brad Withrow-

Robinson (Secretary), and Terry Lamers (Chair) at the Buell Public 

Information Meeting. 

Polk County  

Benton County  

Forestland Classification Committees 



7  

 

 

Protection From Fire 

 Officers: 

 President 
Jerry Anderson ñForest Capital 
 Vice President 
Randy HerefordñStarker 
 Secretary-Treasurer 
Tim TompkinsñWeyerhaeuser 

 Directors 
Donald CarrñCarr Family Forests  
Jeff VermilyañGreen Diamond 
David HamptonñHampton Affiliates 
Dave HiattñWakefield Farm 

Sara LeimanñCoast Range Conifers 
Lee MillerñMiller Timber Services 
Paul BettsñMiami Corporation 
Don IronsñPlum Creek Timberlands 

 Advisory Directors 
Steve MarxñODFW 
Dan EddyñBLM 
Mike BordelonñODF 
Mike DykzeulñOFIC 
Mary Ellen HollyñKOG 
Nancy AshlockñUSFS 

 Members 
Barclay Family Trust 
Bureau of Land Management 
Carr Forest Resources 
Coast Range Conifers, LLC 
Conf. Tribes of Grand Ronde 
Conf. Tribes of Siletz 
Crestmont Farms 
Rose Esbenshade 
Forest Capital Partners, LLC 
Freres Timber, Inc 
Georgia Pacific 
Giustina Resources 
Green Diamond Resource Co. 
Hampton Affiliates 
Hukari Forest Products 
Hull-Oakes Lumber Co. 
Ron and Victoria Larson 
Miami Corporation 
Miller Timber Services 
Plum Creek Timberlands 

T&M Miller Family Trust 
Jeralyn OõBrien Trust 
Roseburg Resources 
Diane & Lance Stein 
Schroeder & OõNeil 
Smith Hill Properties 
Springer Logging 
Springer Tree Farm 
Starker Forests, Inc. 
Stimson Lumber Co. 
Van Eck Forest Trust 
Wakefield Farms 
Weyerhaeuser Co  
Widow Creek Tree Farm 
 
 
 

West Oregon Fire Protection Association 2010 

Directors and  Members 

David Hampton and son pose with equipment at Salem Fire 

Cache, one of the stops in the WOFPA annual summer tour

B 

Lincoln County 

 2010 was a very busy year for the Lincoln County Forest land 

Classification Committee.  We officially accomplished our draft classifi-

cation layer for the entire county.  Many hours and days were spent 

meeting with the entire committee and the respective fire chiefs from 

around the county to come up with our draft layer.  Another important 

development in 2010 was the addition of a State Fire Marshals repre-

sentative on the com-

mittee.  We were very 

fortunate that our rep 

was none other than 

the fire chief from 

Yachats, Frankie Pet-

rick.  Frankieõs enthu-

siasm and community 

first attitude has 

been a great boost to 

the group.  The big 

focus for 2011 will be 

on the roll out of pub-

lic information meet-

ings and a public 

hearing for all ef-

fected landowners in 

the county, along with 

finalizing our roles in 

preparation for imple-

mentation. 
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West Oregon District 

District Fire Statistics Summary 

WEST OREGON DISTRICT FIRES SUMMARY 

YEAR 
FIRE SEASON STATISTICAL FIRES 

BEGIN END LENGTH-DAYS # FIRES ACRES COST 

1987 6/15 11/10 148 40 6,291 $3,151,155 

1988 6/29 10/13 106 37 193 $54,770 

1989 6/26 10/20 116 47 160 $42,354 

1990 6/30 10/5 97 26 28 $14,375 

1991 6/17 10/24 129 50 61 $24,514 

1992 6/1 10/23 144 53 56 $49,693 

1993 8/1 10/12 72 33 38 $21,306 

1994 7/5 10/21 108 41 34 $36,035 

1995 7/1 9/27 88 35 68 $117,573 

1996 7/8 10/14 98 51 76 $45,890 

1997 7/21 9/16 57 31 66 $12,713 

1998 7/13 10/5 84 37 190 $42,737 

1999 7/8 10/27 111 33 68 $43,879 

2000 6/28 10/12 106 43 17 $11,660 

2001 7/2 10/22 112 43 111 $35,938 

2002 7/1 11/6 128 76 279 $88,401 

2003 6/26 10/7 103 49 431 $28,069 

2004 6/28 10/6 100 18 46 $69,549 

2005 7/13 10/4 83 35 158 $40,069 

2006 6/26 10/19 115 48 50 $86,406 

2007 7/5 10/2 89 33 549 $1,341,998 

2008 6/30 10/6 98 27 13 $47,931 

2009 7/2 10/13 103 22 57 $135,052 

2010 7/8 9/23 77 21 9 $10,757 

20 YR AVERAGE 101 39 120 $114,689 

10 YR AVERAGE 104 39 171 $188,507 

5 YR AVERAGE 98 33 165 $330,291 

10 YEAR SUMMARY 

LONGEST FIRE SEASON 2002      SHORTEST FIRE SEASON 2010 

YEAR OF MOST FIRES 2002      YEAR OF LEAST FIRES 2004 

HIGHEST ACRES BURNED 2007      LOWEST ACRES BURNED 2010 

HIGHEST COST 2007      LOWEST COST 2010 
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Protection From Fire 

1

0

7

3

0

6

0

2 2

4.5

0.5

8.4

6.1

3.2

11.5

1.4

0.5

3.3

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

LIGHTNING RAILROAD EQUIP REC SMOKING DEBRIS ARSON JUVENILE MISC

2010

10 yr 
Ave

West Oregon District 

Fires By Cause 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

D
a

y
s

 in
 F

ir
e

 S
e

a
s

o
n

West Oregon District
Industrial Fire Levels Summary

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4



10  

 

West Oregon District 

 Starker Land Exchange  

A monumental accomplishment was realized in 2010 

for the West Oregon District, the completion of the 

Starker-ODF land exchange.  The land exchange in-

volves parcels in Benton, Lincoln and Polk Counties.  

ODF acquired 8 parcels totaling approximately 2,095 

acres, while trading to Starker Forests 11 parcels to-

taling 1904 acres.  The resulting ownership increases 

the efficiency of our forest management activities, 

reduces overall costs and allows the public to access 

more state forestlands. 

Included in the land exchange is the acquisition of 

Yaquina Falls (see cover).  This unique water feature, 

with multiple falls, is one of Benton Countyõs most 

impressive waterfalls. 

Three public hearings on the proposed land exchange 

were conducted in April of 2010.  All public comment 

received supported the land exchange, and unani-

mous approval was obtained by three Counties, the 

State Land Board, and the Board of Forestry.  Thanks 

to all ODF staff, and Starker Forests, for all their hard 

work and ensuring this complex land exchange was 

successful and has now become a reality! 

 During 2010, the West Oregon District 
continued to work with a reduced workforce and 
below average market conditions.  However, a 
portion of the road maintenance crew which we 
lost in 2009 and share with the North Cascade 
District was funded and utilized in 2010.   West 
Oregon is beginning the process of revising our 
ten year Implementation Plan.    

 Added capacity was needed for this pro-
ject, and John Hawksworth was hired as a limited 
duration GIS coordinator also shared between 
West Oregon and North Cascade.  His GIS and 
organizational skills have been very valuable 
throughout this past year.   The District continued 
to manage state forestlands under the Northwest 
Forest Management Plan for ñStructure Based 
Managementò.  The district remained active in its 
timber sale program, but reforestation and rec-
reation management programs continued to work 
at a reduced capacity. Additional funds from the 
federal ARRA grant enabled us to accomplish needed young 
stand management projects including the spraying of noxious 
weeds and the  completion of 900 acres of pre commercial 
thinning on the district.  

          While accomplishing our annual objectives within the 
state forests program, the district generated revenue for Lin-
coln, Benton, and Polk counties from the Board of Forestry 

lands (29,717 acres) and revenue for 
the Common School Fund from its 
Department of State Lands holdings 
(7,955 acres). Volumes and values 
are given in the table on page 11.  

West Oregon managers and Silviculturist Evelyn Hukari in-

spect the site of an illegal marijuana grow operation discov-

ered on State Forests land in Polk County.  A statewide eradi-

cation team removed the cannabis plants found in the area. 

Logging operation at Top Cat timber saleñFebruary 2010 
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State Forests Program 

Annual Accomplishments 2010 

Forest Products Amount Est Volume Est Revenue 

Timber Sales (Sold) 6 7.4 MMBF $2,046,686  

Salvage Sales (Sold) 0 0 MBF $0 

Clear Cut Acres (Sold) 198 4.9 MMBF $1,809,752  

Partial Cut Acres (Sold) 428 2.5 MMBF $236,934  

Timber Sale Harvesting 11 12.0 MMBF $2,635,700  

Misc. Forest Products 39 Permits $ 3,900 

Woodcutting Permits 101 Permits $1,010 

Reforestation Acres 

Initial Tree Planting 193 

Interplanting 38 

Underplanting (initial and patchcut) 155 

Release ð Aerial &  Ground 308 

Site Prep ð Aerial, Ground, Mech., & Burning 193 

Pre-Commercial Thinning (ARRA grant) 960 

Total Trees Planted 70,500  

Reforestation activities were specifically 

geared at rapidly reforesting sites that 

have had a timber harvest, to address 

disease issues, and to promote species 

diversity in areas planned for more com-

plex stands. These objectives were ac-

complished by using a variety of tree spe-

cies, and tailoring specific silvicultural pre-

scriptions to each site. 
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West Oregon District 
 Since last yearôs merge of the Engineering Unit and 
the Management Unit, State forests staff continued to as-
sess, design, construct, improve, and maintain roads on 
State Forests. Road project work associated with timber 
sales continued to be focused only on the haul routes.  The 
grader and equipment operator share with the North Cas-
cade District once again returned to the District and per-
formed some road maintenance, securing several roads for 
the winter. West Oregon district personnel and equipment 
also treated roadside vegetation. Land survey work included 
a project which required over 3 miles of traverse line to es-
tablish 0.5 miles of property line. Other land survey work 
involved flagging property lines and locating property cor-
ners. 

Engineering  

Fish Passable Structures Installed 0 

Miles of Property Lines Marked 0.5 

Miles of Road Improved 0.2 

Miles of Roads Constructed 0.1 

Miles of Roads Maintained 78 

Miles of Roadside Brush Control 62 

District staff participates in the eradication efforts of a marijuana grow op-

eration discovered on State Forest land in Polk County. From Left:  Neal 

Bond, Toledo; Jason Rayburn, Dallas; Rick Harris, Philomath; Mike Loewen, 

Toledo 

John Hawksworth joined 

the district as GIS Coordi-

nator in 2010.  This posi-

tion is shared with North 

Cascade District and pro-

vides critical support to all 

three district programsõ 

Forest Officer Tom OõConnor works on an 

ARRA grant precommercial thinning pro-

ject 

 Administratively, West Oregon continued to pro-
vide miscellaneous forest product permits to a growing 
number of residents. Permits to commercially harvest 
salal were in particular demand.  Notable occurrences 
over the last year included the Polk County sheriffôs de-
partment working in conjunction with a state eradica-
tion team identified and disposed of an illegal marijuana 
plantation on state forest land.   Once approximately 
2,000 plants were destroyed, district personnel from 
each of the units pitched in the clean up the abandoned 
camp.   

 The Department of State Lands informed the 
District that they intended to sell 17 scattered parcels 
(approximately 3,000 acres) managed by ODF to meet 
goals stated in their asset management plan. These 
lands were conditionally decertified and 8 parcels were 
auctioned successfully in 2010.  

Other State Forests News 

AboveñDistrict Siviculturist, 

Evelyn Hukari, Assistant District 

Forester Don Everingham, and 

District Forester, Mike Totey 

inspect the cannabis eradica-

tion site in the Beaver Hatch 

state forests area. 


