
Two wildfires that encroached on Oregon communities this summer underscored the importance to homeowners of reducing fuels 

and creating defensible space. In late August, the Oak Knoll Fire stunned Ashland residents as it swept through the south side of 

town, destroying 11 houses. The landscaping of most of the homes in the Oak Knoll neighborhood featured abundant vegetation, 

KDRV-TV reported, enabling the fire to spread quickly. Cedar shakes on some of the burned homes contributed to their destruction. 

In a fire earlier that month, central Oregon resident Dick Helser experienced the benefits of pre- season preparation. On its way to 

burning more than 6,000 acres south of the community of Sisters, the Rooster Rock Fire came perilously close to Helserôs home. But 

the outcome was different than for Oak Knoll residents. 

 

As reported by KTVZ-TV, Sisters Fire Chief Taylor Robertson said the homeowner helped save his house and property from the 

flames. The fire chief said Helser had thinned an adjacent stand of trees and created fire-resistant landscaping near the structure. 

 

ñBy the time our engines were in here and set up, the fire was here,ò Robertson said. ñHad that fuel treatment not been there, we 

probably wouldnôt have been here, and that house would be in ashes.ò Three other houses located in the fire area survived as well. 

The owners had taken various steps to reduce their vulnerability. Despite extreme fire behavior, no homes were destroyed in the 

Rooster Rock blaze, a credit to homeownersô commitment to creating defensible space, fire officials said. 

 

In the aftermath of the Oak Knoll Fire, many Ashland residents are acting to protect their homes from future wildfires. In interviews 

with KDRV, neighbors said they plan to fireproof their property, including watering their yards regularly and creating defensible 

space by cleaning out dry leaves and brush from around the house and in gutters. 

Fuel reduction and defensible 

space: a tale of two towns 
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Fire-resistant building materials and adequate    
defensible space enabled this home to survive the 
Rooster Rock fire near Sisters.  
 
Photo by John OôConnor, ODF. 

Many homes, including this one, below, did 
not survive Ashlandôs Oak Knoll Fire this     
summer.  Abundant landscape vegetation 
close to structures contributed to the losses.  
 
Photo by the Mail -Tribune.  



A landownerôs stewardship plan describes the property's trees, vegetation and attributes, and 

outlines the property owner's land management objectives. These are typically projects he or 

she designs to fulfill long-range goals. A stewardship plan can include things like tackling 

insect and disease issues, undertaking reforestation projects, or creating wildlife habitat.  

 

Vaught reviews activities on the site and assesses how property management is coming 

along in light of the stewardship plan. This year, 45 properties have been randomly selected 

out of ODF's database. In August, Vaught visited Merrily Enquist's 232-acre property near 

Molalla. 

 

"We looked at a rehabilitation area on Enquist's property that had been replanted, as well as a 

small wetland area," says Vaught. "The wetland area is coming along nicely, and will pro-

vide good wildlife habitat."  

 

ñI appreciated the opportunity to have a one-on-one with ODF about our projects,ò adds  

Enquist. ñIôm in the process of re-writing my stewardship plan to bring it up to the new stan-

dards the Tree Farm system has,ò she adds. ñMy plan was written by someone who worked 

for my consulting forester, so by re-writing it I feel like I have a better sense of ownership 

now.ò 

 

"Overall her property looked really good," adds Vaught.      

 

Stewardship plans help landowners               

look to the future 
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òWe looked at a 

rehabilitation area 

on Enquistõs 

property that had 

been replanted, as 

well as a small 

wetland area,ó  

says Vaught. 

Photo, right:  
ODF Stewardship  
Forester Mike 
Haasken and Merrily 
Enquist check and 
discuss a recent    
culvert installation 
along Enquistôs main 
access road.  
Enquist recently    
updated her          
stewardship plan.  
 
Photo by ODF Field        
Coordinator Steve 
Vaught.  

In late summer or early fall of every year, ODF's Steve Vaught, Field Coordinator for the Private Forests program, gets busy 

with an annual monitoring project on small family forestlands. The monitoring is undertaken to assess whether the property is 

being managed consistent with the landownerôs most recent stewardship plan. 

  



Willamette Valley  

Ponderosa Pine  

(Pinus ponderosa)  
 

Willamette Valley Ponder-

osa pine is a beautiful tree 

with long needles and attrac-

tive orange bark. Many Ore-

gonians are unaware that 

Willamette Valley Ponder-

osa Pine was once found in 

abundance in the Willamette 

Valley. 

 

Unlike the ponderosa pine 

seen east of the Cascade 

mountains, Willamette Val-

ley ponderosa pine is better 

suited to the high rainfall 

conditions of the valley. In 

fact, it can survive and 

thrive in soils too wet or too 

dry for Douglas-fir. Its    

needles are narrower than 

regular Ponderosa pine, usu-

ally less than 1.2 mm wide, 

and it is a fast-growing tree.   

 

Along riverbanks it is often 

associated with black  

cottonwood, ash, or bigleaf 

maple. Willamette Valley 

Pine also commonly grows 

in association with Oregon 

White Oak. 

 

For more information about 

this tree and where to      

purchase seedlings, visit 

www.westernforestry.org/

wvppca    

Successful forestland succession 

requires collaboration. Looking 

for resources to help transition 

family forestland from one   

generation to the next?   
Check out:  
www.tiestotheland.org/ for 

resources that can help you plan 

for the future.     

 

with outbreaks occurring 

rarely at irregular intervals. 

Ponderosa pine is the pre-

ferred host, but other hosts 

in mixed-conifer stands may 

also be targets.  

 

Individual tree mortality 

appears to be associated 

with the percent crown defo-

liation that occurs, but is 

greatly influenced by site 

and stand conditions. Bark 

beetle infestations in trees 

weakened by defoliation are 

common near the end of 

pine butterfly outbreaks. 

Outbreaks are usually short-

lived, lasting 2-5 years    

before they decline to en-

demic levels under natural 

controls.  

 

For further information, 

please contact Bob Parker, 

Baker/Grant County For-

estry Extension, 541-523-

6418, or the Oregon Depart-

ment of Forestryôs John Day 

Unit, at 541-575-1139. 

Pine butterfly threat 

uncertain 
This year, numerous land-

owners have approached 

Grant County Forestry Ex-

tension and Oregon Depart-

ment of Forestry asking 

what the little white butter-

flies are that they see flying 

around their pine trees.   

 

These are Pine butterflies 

(Neophasia menapia).  

 

Populations of pine butterfly 

usually exist at low levels, 
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Photo, above:  
Willamette Valley pines located at the JE Schroeder 
Seed Orchard in St Paul, Oregon.  
 
Photo courtesy Willamette Valley Ponderosa Pine    
Conservation Association.  
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Upcoming Board of Forestry meetings are scheduled for November 4-5 in Brookings, and 

January 5 in Salem.  

Visit www.oregon.gov/ODF/BOARD/BOARD_INFO/2011_meeting_schedule.shtml or 

call 945-7210 for more information. 

A Pine butterfly ( Neophasia 
menapia )  Ponderosa pine is 
their preferred host.  
Photo by Rob Flowers, ODF.  

Forestland succession 

requires collaboration 

http://www.westernforestry.org/wvppca
http://www.westernforestry.org/wvppca

